
Houston suit asks: Is the U .S. liable for UFOs? 
. ' 

By TOM CURTIS glowing craft the size of a city water tow-

·'II'S something the government had up there or they knew er. 1t .hovered at · tree-top level, had uecf' 
Houston Bureau . and orange flames flowing from its bbi-

H OUSTON :- The three people suing What it Was,_ because they had all those helicopter~ lip tom; and bathed them in intense heat for 

the federal governmeRt for · $20 there.' -, · several minute~ before it was escorted 
million say 'they don't know to this day •. .. ~ ~ .; away by at least 23 helicopters. .. 
\What it was that hovered far over their ' - Vickie Landrum · · Their lawsuit, filed under the Federal · 

heads and zapped them with radiational- Tort Claims Act, claims that the gdvem-
'most five years ago. . . . . . . . ment failed to warn· them of the UFO 

They claim it was an unidentified fly- With ~uc~ straightforward argumentS 'suggested, the gover~nt lawyer as- and "negligently, carelessly and reckless-

ing object ihat was escorted away ~y rriil- · the . federal govE7~nmeni is urging U.S. serts, that-would amount to a "discretion- ly" allo~_ed it "to fly over a publi~iy used 
itary helicoptersand suspect it was a se- District Judge Ross Sterling to throw out. ary function," · ahd thus '.the governm~nt road and .come . in· contact W)th ' the 

cret U.S. military experiment. In atly · a bizarre lawsui( filed here last year t:>y couldn't be sued ~ ' plan tiffs!' 1 

event, they say,. thf1 governmer.tt should · former Dayton, Texas, cafe owner Betty "Faced with ·the ~i.tu::.tion of an' un- · ,As a result; all sur'fered stoma~h pains, 
~ave warned ~esidents that a UFO w~s iR ... Cash, 56~ former. waitress·. Vickie Lan- known object, a goverhm(mt determina- vomiting, diarrhea, radiation burns,. dete- · 
their area. . ·.· · , .. ~ · drum, 61, and Landrum's grandson, . tion not to· issue a warning," to .avoid riorating eyesight, and the w~men's pair 

But the military says _it had t.l~thing td Co1by Landrum, 11. . ·:. causing a· panic, ~ 1 ••• simply ·would not fell out and grew back with a different I 

do with the alleged incident 'Dec. 29, . Despite investigations by various par- constitute negligence in any event," As- . text~re, the suit claim~. It also says they 
1980, on _a dark, deserted farm , roa~ "' ti~, the opposing sides are at a stalemate sistarit U.S. Attorney Frank Cor.tforti 5ays became highly sensitive to .sunlight, suf- · 
northeast of Houst9.n. And even if there · as Stetling's· ruling draws near: Federal ·i)1 co'urt papers fil~ here. 1• ferred blisters and : headaches, and that 

were a UFO, -a :tJ.S: attOrney now says, ! officials, however, stahd. fast on the con- _ The suit claims that about 9 p.m. on Cash deyeloped breast cancer. 
the. goveninlE!(\t• h~ no legal. duty . to : tentidn . that · the: military-would have no. ·nee .. 29, 1980, while headed for . their . Despite the tri.o's report that the.r:e ' 
warn people about UF0s beca\,lse the obligation to in~rvene. And,- officialS Say, homes in Dayton along a tw<rfane stretch · WE;te .no markings Orl the "large, U~c?n- . 
g<!Yernment .doesn't know whett.ler tJ.l~ey . even if :the . gover1'tinen~ ' were ~have of FM 1485 about 30 miles QQrtheast of ventional aerial object,,'?r on the helicop-

are dangerous. ,- chased the UFO off with helicopta rs as Houston, the trio encounter~ a brightly See TEXANS 0~ Pa~e 41 
· I .. ..J-! 

Dallas. TX i:J S'eplf. 
Times Herald ~~ 
(Cir. 0 243.514) 
(Cir . S 337 .848). _ . 
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